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Working with Taiwanese and South Korean partners has been giving
me so many opportunities to learn from each other and work on
mutual challenges in East Asia. We all face severe backlash towards
our communities and struggles which threaten our democracy and
human rights.

Akira
Councilor,

J-ALL (Japan
Alliance for LGBT contribute to every aspect of LGBTQ+ community in each country.

Legislation) —HBICERDZ L&D ! —#EIA ! !

However, the sense of “being East Asian” always gives me feelings
of support, care, and solidarity. | hope our collaboration will
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EHFERME - RFIMEEZSHRFIMBHNRERERRE - SEHEE
BERMNREZEARE -
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HERFINSFIEEEE LGBTQ+ A MR EE MR H R EHmAIERK
—HBICERD EL &S5 | MM !
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Over the past year with EAAD, LGBTQ+ activists from Korea,

Japan, and Taiwan have grown into true comrades. Through
monthly advocacy updates and joint participation in international
conferences, we learned from one another and amplified the voices
of East Asia’ s LGBTQ+ movements. Despite our different national

Horim contexts, we discovered common ground—particularly in navigating
Co-Executive East Asian cultural values that often present challenges to LGBTQ+
Director, advocacy. Recognizing these shared struggles gave me hope: the

Rainbow Action  stronger our solidarity, the greater our ability to overcome them
together. We are stronger when we are connected, and | hope these
bonds continue to grow across the region.
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For nearly a decade, the Taiwan Equality Campaign ( & &8I F# KF & ) has walked
beside me—from my early teenage years to my time as a psychology graduate student.
In moments when | felt lost, on the verge of giving up, and unsure of my worth, it was this
movement that offered me a glimmer of hope—a reason to stay, to believe, and to keep
going. That light carried me forward, and now, it allows me to become a light for others.

Before 1973, the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM) in
the United States labeled homosexuality as a mental disorder, leading the LGBTQ+
community to suffer from severe stigma, discrimination, and many forms of
mistreatment. In Asia, Taiwan stands out as a beacon of hope. Through decades of
relentless struggle, personal sacrifice, and unwavering belief in justice, Taiwan achieved
a historic milestone: the 2019 passage of the Act for Implementation of J.Y. Interpretation
No. 748, making it the first society in Asia to legalize same-sex marriage. This moment
not only changed laws—it transformed lives.

Yet, recent setbacks in the United States serve as a sobering reminder of how fragile
progress can be—hard-won rights are never guaranteed and can be taken away. As

52



a member of the LGBTQ+ community, | feel a deep responsibility to safeguard these
precious victories—not only for myself, but for those who are still waiting for the
freedom to live authentically. Alongside others who share this vision, | hope to plant the
seeds of equality around the world, so that one day, the rainbow may bloom in every
corner of our shared humanity.

In the end, thank you, Taiwan Equality Campaign, for planting a radiant rainbow seed
in both Taiwan’ s soil and in my heart. To every courageous soul who helped pave this
path, | offer these words from Field of Dreams: “If you build it, they will come.” And
yes—I’ m here. May we continue to build a world where every identity is seen, honored,
and deeply loved.
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